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Specifications for Property Description (Metes & Bounds and Plat)
In addition to the Texas Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors Acts and Rules requirements for Land Surveying, the following items are required.
A. Metes and Bounds Requirements
1. |_| 8.5”x11” paper sheets
2. [bookmark: Check39]|_| 1” margins with text justified
3. Punctuation:
a. [bookmark: Check36]|_| Preamble ends in a colon (:)
b. |_| When using lists (e.g., meanders of a creek), “Thence as follows” has a colon (:)
c. |_| All other calls end with a semicolon (;)
d. |_| Description ends with a period (.)
4. Preamble:
a. |_| Survey name(s) and abstract number(s)
b. |_| Called acreage of parent tract
c. |_| Deed recording date
d. |_| Recording information: Volume, Page / File Number / Film Code / County Recording Location (indicate whether it is deed records, official public records, plat records, real property records, Right of Way records etc.) If no record title is found for the land in the State, County, or City, then the preamble should state so.
5. |_| Area in acres followed by square feet to the nearest foot in parentheses
6. |_| Point of Beginning (POB) shall be a monumented corner on the surplus tract line
7. |_| POB coordinates shall be displayed in Texas Coordinate System of 1983 grid or surface coordinates.
8. |_| At least one tie to an identifiable physical monument of record dignity outside of the surplus tract
9. |_| The surplus land shall be called “Tract No. ___”.
10. |_| Tract numbers shall be used to identify the surplus land.
11. |_| Number each separate call, including those necessary to identify and locate breaks in any denial of access lines
12. |_| A complete description of all monuments found or set. Be specific. (e.g., found a 5/8-inch rebar with a plastic cap stamped “RPLS 1234”)
13. |_| All curve data includes (in same call):
a. |_| Radius
b. |_| Central (Delta) angle
c. |_| Arc length
d. |_| Chord bearing
e. |_| Chord distance
14. |_| An adequate quantity of monuments set and found of stable and reasonably permanent nature are left to represent or reference the property or boundary corners.
15. [bookmark: Check40]|_| Where practical, all monuments set are marked in a way that is traceable to the responsible registrant or associated employer.
16. [bookmark: Check41]|_| The description shall provide a definite and unambiguous identification of the location of the boundaries and shall describe all monuments found or placed.
17. |_| If the document consists of more than one part, each part shall note the existence of the other part or parts.
18. |_| Closure/Map Check sheet for the property description and plat. Tract number and highway is designated.
19. |_| The property description shall be accompanied with error of closure calculations (1/15,000 or better).
20. |_| The property description was checked against old right-of-way maps and instruments that conveyed the land to the state, city, or county. Any discrepancies should be explained.
21. |_| At the end of the property description, it shall include the following:
a. [bookmark: Check37]|_| Signature, official seal, and date
b. |_| Printed surveyors name and RPLS number
c. |_| Firm name and registration number
d. |_| Date of survey
e. |_| Metadata:
i. |_| Basis of bearing
ii. |_| Texas Coordinate System of 1983 ______ Zone
iii. |_| North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), adjustment, epoch 
iv. |_| Clearly identify coordinates as grid coordinates, or surface coordinates, and the surface adjustment factor 
v. [bookmark: Check42]|_| Unit of measurement (e.g., US Survey Foot, International Foot, meters, etc.)

B. Survey Plat Requirements
1. |_| 8.5”x11” paper sheets; plat may be landscape or portrait format
2. |_| Show an area location map (not to scale)
3. |_| The surplus land shall be called and labeled “Tract No. ___”.
4. |_| Label tract area in acres followed by square feet to the nearest foot in parentheses
5. |_| Crosshatch or shade surplus tract
6. |_| All curve data includes (in same call) (See section A.13)
7. Label and show the following:
a. |_| POB location and coordinates
b. [bookmark: Check38]|_| All monuments found and placed
c. |_| Show all abutting landowners for both existing and proposed right of way lines
d. |_| Highways, county roads and streets
e. |_| Right of Way width
f. |_| Right of Way line
g. |_| Property Line
h. |_| Survey Line
i. |_| Survey name and abstract number
j. |_| Centerline
k. |_| Denial of Access line
l. |_| Existing utilities
m. |_| Driveways
n. |_| Drainage structures size and type
o. |_| Existing Improvements
3. |_| North arrow with written and graphical scale
4. |_| Legend of improvements symbols, monuments, line types, etc.
5. |_| The survey plat shall include the following:
a. |_| Signature, official seal, and date
b. |_| Printed surveyors name and RPLS number
c. |_| Firm name
d. |_| Firm registration number 
e. |_| Firm address
f. |_| Firm phone number
g. |_| Date of survey
h. |_| Metadata (See section A.21.e)
6. |_| The survey plat was checked against old right-of-way maps and instruments that conveyed the land to the state, city, or county. Any discrepancies should be explained.
7. |_| The plat shall note which monuments were found and placed. Also, shall note which monuments of record dignity were relied upon.
8. |_| Courses shall be referenced by notation upon the survey drawing to an identifiable and monumented line or an established geodetic system for directional control.
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